
Risk of 
MEBT?

Uri, vasomotor rhinitis, 
smoking?, anxiety, 
dementia, auditory, 
visual impairment, 
language barrier

See H03.01C TM, 
MEBT Eval and 

Mgt 

Unconscious, 
ventilated

Yes

Yes

Yes Yes

Completed...proceed with HBO eval

Other 
barotrauma 

risks?

Air-filled implanted 
device, sinus 

obstruction, dental 
caries, 

pneumocephalus?

Relieve sinus 
obstruction, correct 

dental problems
Yes

Yes

If fluid cannot 
replace air, no 

HBO, evaluation 
completed

No
Completed...Proceed with HBO Eval

No

No...Proceed with HBO eval

History smoking, 
pulmonary 

disease, chest 
surg?

PA, lateral 
CXR normal?

Bullous disease, 
blebs, other 
abnormality

Chest CT scan 
normal

Abnormal, HBO 
not essential...no 

HBO

No

No
Abnormal, HBO 
essential...VQ 

scan

VQ scan 
normal?

No

Airflow 
obstruction?

Yes No Yes

No

Yes Yes

Yes

Abnormal...no 
HBO

No

No...Proceed with HBO eval

Complete 
spirometry w/wo 

pulmonary 
consult?

Yes

FEV1 >70% FEV1 50-70% FEV1 <50%

Yes

No No

Yes...Inhaled bronchodilator pre HBO...Proceed with eval

Yes...Inhaled bronchodilator pre HBO, slow decmpression...Proceed with eval

Perform arterial 
blood gas

PaC02 <45mmHg

Yes...Inhaled bronchodilator pre HBO, slow decmpression...Proceed with eval
Yes

PaCO2 >50mmHg
...no HBONo
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Congestive 
heart failure? Echocardiogram EF >40% EF 30-40% EF <30%

No HBOYes Yes No No

Pacemaker?

No

Risk/benefit 
analysis,consult 

cardiologist, 
optimize medical 

management

Yes

Yes...Proceed with HBO eval with monitoring as appropriate

Proceed with HBO eval

HBO for life 
threatening 

conditoins only… 
eval completed

Yes

Device meets 
safety 

requirements

AICD?

No HBO...
evaluation 
completedYes No

No

Yes...Proceed with HBO eval, ECG monitoring if possible (not essential)

Yes

Device can be 
deactivated during 
treatment without 
adverse effect?

No HBO…
evaluation 
completedNo

Yes...Proceed with HBO eval, ECG monitoring if possible (not essential)
No

Patient has 
opthalmologic 

history?

Diabetes mellitus, 
retinopathy, active 

cataracts?

Visual acuity pre 
and post HBO, 
ophthalmology 

consult?

Retinal 
detachment, 

surgery

No

YesYes
Ophthalmology 

consult, consider 
PETs

Yes

No...Proceed with HBO eval

Completed...Proceed with HBO eval
No

History of 
confinement 

anxiety?

History of 
diabetes?

Assess 
hypoglycemia 

risk and manage 
by protocol

Yes

No

Allow patient to lie in 
chamber door 

open...reinforce patient 
education, distraction, 

anxiolytics, larger 
chamber

Yes

No

Completed...Proceed with HBO evaluaton

Completed...Proceed with HBO evaluation
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Oxygen 
toxicity risk 

issues?

CNS is acute in onset, 
variable patient 

sensitivity day to day

Pulmonary is gradual 
and slow in onset, 

occurs at lower PO2s 

Fever, hypercarbia, 
central vasodilating 
drugs, hyperthyroid, 
high dose PCN and 

derrivatives or vitamin 
C, other drugs, seizure 

history

ARDS, high FiO2 
requirement between 
treatments, previous 
bleomycin therapy

Vitamin E (400IU BID or 
TID)

Adjust oxygen 
breathing schedule 

(lower pressure, more 
frequent air 

breaks...see H01.02)

Yes

No...Proceed with HBO evalaution

Vitamin E (400IU BID or 
TID)

Adjust oxygen 
breathing schedule 

(lower pressure), use 
lowest FiO2 between 

HBO treatments

Yes

No

Current meds with 
HBO risk?

Select HBO 
treatment profile, 
provide orders, 
begin treatment

Pregnant?

Doxurbicin, Bleomycin, 
Cis-Platinum, other 
anti-neoplastic or 

antiangiogenic agents

Disulfiram (Antabuse),
Mafenide acetate 

(Sulfamylon), penicillin 
and derrivatives

Yes

No

Discontinue drug or 
reduce oxygen 

exposure, monitor for 
CNS O2 toxicity

Yes

NO HBO if recent 
Bleomycin, delay HBO 

6 weeks following other 
drugs in this category

Yes

Manage...Proceed with HBO eval

No

No HBO in elective 
conditions, HBO with 
caution in emergency 

circumstances.
Yes

No
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